
 

 

SWIG Finance 
Sustainable Lending Policy 

 
SWIG Finance is a Community Development Finance Institution (CDFI). Our mission is “To provide 
loans to viable SME businesses in the South West to generate positive social, economic and 
environmental impacts.” 

As a signatory to the Enterprise Lending CDFI Charter of Standards, we are committed to the 
following principles: 

1. Supporting inclusive Growth - Using finance to support inclusive economic growth across our areas 
of operation  
2. Delivering Social and Environmental Impact - Using finance as a positive force, helping to enable 
wider social and environmental impacts where possible  
3. Removing Barriers to Finance - Remove wherever possible the barriers that communities and 
individuals have in seeking finance  
4. Being Fair Open & Transparent - To be a force for change within the financial services sector, seeking 
to make finance equitable, fair, open and transparent  
5. Operating to the Highest Standards - Operate to the highest standards of integrity, honesty and 
fidelity as beacons of best practice and exemplary governance within the financial services sector to 
which their boards are committed  

6. Using Profits for Purpose - To use our profits/surpluses to further the objects of each of our 
organisations   

SWIG Finance wishes to ensure as far as possible that the capital we invest in our customers 
generates positive social, economic and environmental impacts, and is only used to support 
sustainable products and services and/or working practices. 
 
Financing the Transition to Net Zero 
 
SWIG is committed to supporting new and existing customers in becoming more sustainable and 
is particularly interested in helping SMEs on this journey. This includes loans to finance the 
investments needed to reduce their carbon footprint and the consumption of natural resources. 
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INTERNAL LENDING GUIDANCE TO BUSINESS 
MANAGERS 

 
The below is intended as high-level guidance to Business Managers when applying SWIG’s 
lending criteria to screen out either illegal or socially and environmentally harmful activities.   
 
Ineligible Business Type Additional guidance  
Manufacture or sale of illegal drugs or 
drug paraphernalia. 

Businesses that use hemp or Cannabidiol where both the business 
and all suppliers meet UK regulations are eligible.   

Tobacco All businesses that produce or sell smoking or nicotine materials, 
where this accounts for more than 10% of turnover.  
 

Alcohol All business producing and/or selling alcoholic beverages that do not 
have a policy rejecting the sales and marketing of alcohol to minors, 
and the excessive use of alcohol, are ineligible. 

Gambling All businesses and activities whose primary concern is to design, 
produce or sell games of chance, or supply financial services related 
to games of chance that qualify as offering short odds. 

Pornography  All businesses and activities that sell, produce or design pornographic 
products.  

Fur industry All businesses and activities that hunt or keep animals for their skin 
or fur, supply services to this industry or sell fur products. 
 

Intensive agriculture production All business and activities that produce and process animals for 
consumption in an intensive, environmentally damaging way and 
which do not take due account of animal welfare (unless SWIG 
lending supports a sustainable change) 

Animal experiment All businesses and activities that use animal experiments for non-
medical purposes or sell non-medical products that have been tested 
on animals. 

The manufacture or sale of weapons, 
ammunition or replica weapons. 

All businesses and activities that produce and sell weapons and 
weapons-related services. This does not include legal recreational 
activities that may involve the use of weaponry (e.g. clay pigeon 
shooting, archery, paintball etc.)  

Businesses that provide any form of 
finance and lending, investment, claims 
and debt collection, trading related 
services (foreign exchange, bitcoin, equity 
etc.).  

This may include but is not limited to car and lease financing, pay day 
loans, peer-to-peer lending, crowd funding, money transfer services. 
This excludes lending to another CDFI. 

Environmentally harmful businesses All businesses and activities where the main source of revenue is 
derived from the supply and sale of fossil fuels. We reserve the right 
not to support carbon-intensive sectors, unless the applicant is clearly 
committed to transitioning, and our support contributes to that 
transition, towards net zero carbon. 
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